Wigginton and Hopwas Parish Council
Chairman’s Report May 2015
The big non-event of this last year was the election for this Council. In fact as expected there were insufficient candidates to require an election. I am pleased therefore to welcome Alan Moore as a representative of Comberford. Sabrina Maines-Blatherwick was recruited during the year and is proving a worthy asset to the team. It does though still leave us short of representation from Hopwas and volunteers would, as always, be most welcome. Whilst on the subject of membership it is with great regret to us all that Joy Whitehead has, after many years of sterling service, decided to retire from the council. Joy’s knowledge and experience will be greatly missed and I am sure that all, especially the residents of Hopwas will wish her well for the future.
Your council has continued to maintain the Comberford Millennium Green and the Hopwas playing field. We feel that the contractors involved do a good job at a reasonable cost. Should residents have any issues then we do of course appreciate their feedback. We have now been able to finance the installation of new play equipment in Hopwas for younger children. I hope they appreciate this and that it is used extensively. Our intention is to continually improve the facilities as finance becomes available.
On the subject of finance, we feel that we are in a sound situation, we have not increased the Parish’s element of your Council Tax this year and our aim is that this will again be the case next year. 
One of the main workloads of the Council in the last couple of years has been the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish. When canvasing the opinion of residents their main concern is that they ‘like things the way they are’. This is logical since they have chosen to live here so we will, as far as possible, make this our main objective. We have been extremely fortunate in having assembled a team of knowledgeable volunteers to create a working group who are now well advanced in the preparation of the Plan. Indeed the dedication and the skills that members of the working group bring have meant that the costs incurred so far have been considerably less than the budget. We recently held a couple of open events for residents which I feel were well attended. At these events the draft plan was available and comments from residents invited. From these comments we shall amend the Plan to include the suggestions where appropriate and possible. The draft plan is available on our website and further suggestions would be more than welcome. I would like to take this opportunity in thanking the members of this group for their efforts so far and am convinced that with their skills and determination the task will reach a satisfactory conclusion.
The Council also has the responsibility of acting as the sole trustees to the Wigginton Village Hall Trust and to The Comberford Millennium Green Trust. As far as the former is concerned it was intended to provide funds to enable the Church Parish Centre to be extended and improved. I regret to have to report that negotiations have now hit legal problems to which a resolution is proving difficult despite the common objectives of all parties involved. We will continue to work to achieve our original objective but am disappointed that this now may not be possible.
As previously mentioned the Comberford Millennium Green continues to be maintained by the Council and is totally funded by a grant from the Council.

I am extremely pleased that Hopwas will once again this year be entering The Best Kept Village competition.  Clr. Mrs Maines-Blatherwick will coordinate this entry and I would encourage residents in the village to give her every support.
One concern of Hopwas residents that is particularly worrying is the safety at the school crossing on Lichfield Road. There have been a couple of near misses in this school year and the Council is working with stakeholders to improve the situation for the benefit of the pupils and parents. We hope that an early resolution can be found.
As always I must thank my fellow Councillors and our clerk Margaret Jones for their efforts during the year. The changes in personnel has been relatively minor this year and I trust that we now have a team that is growing in experience and confidence. I look forward to working with the team to bring the services expected by residents.
