Wigginton and Hopwas Parish Council

Chairman’s Report May 2013
This last year has been one of considerable change, particularly for me. Last October I found myself co-opted to the post of Chair with barely a year’s experience of the Council. It has been a steep leaning curve and I hope I have not let any one down too badly.
Probably the main event of the last year was the Olympic Torch Relay which came through Hopwas last June. I was extremely surprised and pleased with the enthusiasm and support we received from various organisations and residents in Hopwas. I am reluctant to name names but the community spirit is alive and well. I must also thank the staff at Lichfield DC, their organisation, dedication and determination made the Council’s task much easier, almost a pleasure.
The Council has also continued to maintain and improve the play areas and grounds under it’s control including the newly acquired Wigginton Jubilee Memorial Green.  
Unfortunately we lost three valuable and experienced councillors last autumn. Our Chairman Nigel Watson and Sharon Ward both found the commitment of work and family did not enable them to give the time that they would have wished to give. We also lost Judith Marshall who very sadly died whilst on holiday with her family. I would like to record that they all made me most welcome as a new Councillor and gave me all the support I could have wished for. 
We have however been fortunate in being able co-opt four new recruits, Carol Croft, John Chesworth, Ian Harding and David Shirtliff. They bring new skills and experiences to the Council and I believe that we are now beginning to gel as a team. We still have a vacancy for another Councillor and would be pleased if a volunteer came forward to fill this. A resident of Comberford would be particularly welcome as we have no one representing that area and the Environment Agency are proposing to implement flood defence work for the benefit of the village. Their local knowledge could be critical.
As we look forward to this year and beyond we face new challenges, not least of which will be the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish. This will create demands both in time, organisation and finance. Central government has recently announced grants which we hope will be available to us and intent to claim where possible. We do not underestimate the amount of work involved in this and trust the effort will be rewarded. Indeed, I for one would consider that we would be negligent if we did not make every effort to complete this task. We intend to continue the process at our next meeting in June when representatives from the planning department of Lichfield D.C. will be present to guide us. All interested parties from the community are welcome to attend and put their ideas forward.
We intend to carry on our usual work of maintaining the open areas in the villages and improve were it is desirable and funds allow. Our aim is to make the Parish a safe, attractive and desirable place to live and work. Certainly whilst I remain your Chairman it will be my main objective.
As far as the financial aspect in concerned, last year we found it necessary to increase our precept considerably. This has now put our financial position in a much healthier position. We are carrying forward the recommend funds into the present financial year and that this should be the case in the next few years. We do not anticipate that another major increase will be required unless unforeseen circumstances arise.

The Council also acts as sole Trustee to the Wigginton Village Hall Trust. The Trust still holds the funds on deposit from the sale of the old Village Hall. 

As a result of the questionnaires returned at the end of last year, we are pursuing the possibility of extending and improving the Parish Centre next to the church. We hope to have more news on this soon. 
Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow Councillors for the time and effort they have put in this last year, they all do this totally voluntarily. I would especially like to thank our clerk Margaret Jones, for her contribution which always exceeds her official responsibilities.
