Chairman’s report
I would like to take this opportunity during the Annual Parish meeting, and during this Chairman’s report to focus on three distinct areas. Firstly I would like to reflect on the previous year’s activities of both the council and significant activities of the parishioners. I would also like to explain to our parishioners the role of the parish council, its councillors, its clerk and how you, as parishioners can get involved. I would also like to briefly look forward to the year ahead.
The year from 2011 to 2012 has seen many changes to the council. We have welcomed Councillor Sharon Ward from Hopwas and Councillor Keith Stevens from Wiggington. Both bring valued differing perspectives and viewpoints to the council and I believe we are stronger in having them onboard. We have also most recently welcomed Margaret Jones as our new clerk. Margaret has done an excellent job in closing off the previous year and setting things up nicely for 2012. We briefly worked with John Blount as an interim clerk and we are indebted to the work that both he, and Margaret have done in bringing order to our affairs.
We have also lost members of the council and the role of chairman and vice chairman has been a hot seat to say the least. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our previous Chairmen Maurice Price, George Arblaster and Lewis Turner, who have all stepped down as Chairman and in turn councillors in the past year. George and Lewis most recently have done sterling work, and I would like to take the opportunity to reaffirm the thanks of the council to George and Lewis. I specifically mention this as I have heard a rumour that it is believed thanks were not forthcoming. Consider this now as righting that wholly incorrect report.
Your current council consists of the following councillors;
Myself, Nigel Watson, as the current chairman living in Hopwas since 1999 with my wife and child. I am in fulltime employment as a HR IT Director.
Councillor Judith Marshall has lived in Hopwas for 26 years, now retired. Judith has been a councillor for 8 years and enjoys and is an active member of other village organisations.
Councillor Joy Whitehead has been on the Parish Council for approximately 17 years. Joy is a housewife with three grown up children who all went to Thomas Barnes School in Hopwas.
Councillor Keith Stevens lives in Wiggington with his family and has done so for the past 27 years. Keith is now retired and wants to devote some of his time to Parish Council Business.
Councillor Sharon Ward who has lived in Hopwas for 8 years with her husband. Sharon has been a councillor for 14 months. Sharon is in full time employment working in education for financial services regulation.
We have currently have two vacancies for councillors and more of that anon.
The council has undertaken several important decisions over the course of the last twelve months and we remain as ever accountable for those decisions, and are happy to be challenged within our monthly meetings, or via correspondence with our Clerk.
In 2011 / 2012 most notably we have completed the handover of the Samuel Parkes War memorial in Wiggington, replaced the safety matting in part of the Hopwas Playing field children’s playground and begun a program of renovation of some of the play equipment at Comberford Millenium Green as well as continued maintenance in Hopwas. In March, we took the decision to increase the precept to £19,000 for the year 2012/2013. This decision was taken based on the required budget for the year, the size of the asset register the council is responsible for and the ongoing maintenance and development of said assets. A re assessment of the value of the playgrounds, bus shelters, benches and fences we believe the value of said assets to be much higher than the 29,000 mentioned in 2011, and to actually be North of 90,000. The council therefore stands by this decision although we have taken onboard the feedback we have received since the decision was announced during our meetings.
On to the role of the Parish Council in the community. Parish councils are elected by the electorate, but only where there are no open vacancies. Otherwise the council itself will vote to co opt new councillors onto the council amongst themselves. Our role is wide and varied and essentially, in my eyes, we are here to serve the local interests of our parishioners. As the localism agenda grows ever more prevalent our role will become more visible and influential.
At this point, I would like to stress that we are all volunteers. We receive not a penny in remuneration, and thus far have claimed no expenses.  Our clerk however, is pivotal to our success and I would like to say that I think Hopwas, Comberford and Wiggington are lucky to have Margaret as its clerk. The clerk is a paid employee of the council, and we as a council interview and agree on the appointment of the clerk. The role of clerk is to keep the council working within the guidelines and laws that cover the office of Parish Councillors. Remember we as councillors are laypersons, not professional politicians (and I might add, have no desires to be so!) and as such the guidance is invaluable.
Your role as parishioners is clear. We are here to serve you, and we expect to be held accountable and be challenged. The place to do this is in the monthly meetings by personal representation and via correspondence to our clerk. We enjoy the support of the local newspaper the Tamworth Herald which publishers a weekly round up of village matters which includes the activities of the Parish Council. Alan Robey who writes the Hopwas section of the section attends almost all of the council meetings and we thank him for his support.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is disappointing to myself that we rarely have more than two parishioners attend our monthly meetings (one of these is Alan), and I would like to appeal to you to attend at least once and see the work we do. I would in addition like to extend an invite to offer your services to the council and become a councillor. There are few criteria to become a councillor other than being over 21 years of age and live within three miles of the boundaries of the council. Without the required number of councillors it is worth noting that Lichfield District Council has the power to take all available vacancies on the council, and thus have influence over local issues such as the future of the council’s assets, planning issues etc.
With regard to the year ahead, we have two significant events that are almost upon us. The Diamond Jubilee is being marked in various ways throughout the parish and across the three villages. We are also extremely lucky in Hopwas that the Olympic torch will be passing through the village on the 30th June. 
	
   
